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ALLEN COUNTY 

About MAKE IT YOUR OWN 

Make It Your Own highlights Northeast Indiana as a home that has it all! This is a region where creators 

are wanted, a community with unexpected upgrades, a food culture, lakes, rivers, trails, festivals and 

more. With incredible amenities, vast career opportunities and a competitive cost of living, Northeast 

Indiana offers an unparalleled quality of life. This region is in the midst of a major transformation, and 

now is just the tipping point.

AAAALLLLLLLLEEEENNNN    CCCCOOOOUUUUNNNNTTTTYYYY    IIIINNNNSSSSPPPPIIIIRRRRAAAATTTTIIIIOOOONNNN 

The key topics that we feel identify Allen County are:

• Cultural Heritage and Diversity

o Fort Wayne remains the epicenter for cultural diversity in Northeast Indiana,

representing several dozen nationalities, an active sister cities program, a large influence

of German, Irish, African American and Burmese families. Our diversity is expressed with

over 100 languages spoken in the City.

• The convergence of our Three Rivers

o Fort Wayne is built at the convergence of 3 Rivers which meander through the city and

eventually make one of the largest tributaries to Lake Erie in nearby Toledo. The rivers

are the backbone of the city’s historic economy and prominence as a center for

innovation.

• Our history as makers

o Fort Wayne, for many years, has been the leader in new, innovative ideas that solve the

needs of every American. From the invention of the gas pump by Sylvanias Freelove

Bowser to the invention of the television by Philo Farnsworth. Fort Wayne is also the

original home of the NBA (national basketball association) and the first professional

baseball game and the first professional night baseball game. Fort Wayne has remained a

leader in civic rights including the home of the Hamilton sisters and Addie Guildlin, both

significant in the Women’s Suffrage movement which celebrates 100 years in 2020.



OOOOUUUURRRR    HHHHIIIISSSSTTTTOOOORRRRYYYY 

Early settlers and Native Americans referred to Fort Wayne as a crossroads because of its 

strategic location at the convergence of three rivers: the St. Mary’s, the St. Joseph, and the 

Maumee. Kekionga, located where the now Northside Neighborhood is, was the capital of the 

Miami Tribe of Native Americans, and the impact of Native American culture is still relevant to 

the city today. It served as one of the most important trading posts for Europeans and Chief Little 

Turtle called Kekionga “that glorious gage – through which all the good words of our chiefs had to 

pass from the north to the south, and from the east to the west.” The City of Fort Wayne is 

named after General “Mad” Anthony Wayne, a bold military leader who established the first 

American fort at the confluence of the three rivers.  

In 1824, the Indiana General Assembly established Allen County, and the 1830’s brought about 

the construction of the Wabash and Erie Canal in Fort Wayne. This famous canal earned Fort 

Wayne the nickname “The Summit City”  because it was the highest point above sea level along 

the entire canal route. The great pioneer John Chapman (better known as Johnny Appleseed) 

finished his journey in Fort Wayne after introducing apple trees throughout the Midwest. Today 

you can find his historic grave site in an aptly named park (Johnny Appleseed Park) and a lifelike 

sculpture near the baseball stadium that bears our Single A team The Fort Wayne Tin Caps, which 

refers to his infamous attire.  

Years later, with the advent of the railroad, Fort Wayne held a key position in the great 

Pennsylvania Railroad. As the 1800’s drew to a close, industry in Fort Wayne continued to flourish 

as immigrants poured into the area seeking jobs. With a prominent location on the Pennsylvania 

Railroad (The Pennsy Yards), Fort Wayne would welcome several thousand German and Irish 

Immigrants who helped develop several dozen of Fort Wayne’s neighborhoods, congregations, 

parks and businesses, many of which remain today. For most of the nineteenth century Fort 

Wayne had a small but vibrant African-American population. Fort Wayne’s African Methodist 

Episcopal congregation, Turner Chapel AME church, was the first established congregation for the 

community in the 1840’s. The African-American community grew when Fort Wayne was too a 

part of the Great Migration from southern states in the early 20
th

 century.  

As the 1900’s rolled in, Fort Wayne continued to flourish. Even during the Great Depression, Fort 

Wayne continued its economic boom. Lincoln National Life Insurance Company, Farnsworth 

Television, Zollner Piston, Central Soya, Rea Magnet Wire, General Electric, International 

Harvester and the Holsum Bakery all called Fort Wayne home. Notable Fort Wayne landmarks like 

the Embassy Theater, the Scottish Rite Auditorium (where Martin Luther King Jr. spoke in 1963), 

and the Lincoln Tower (the tallest building in Indiana at the time of construction) were built 

during the boom years. A rich history of baseball and basketball are a central and significant point 

of pride in the city. The very first recorded professional baseball game between the Fort Wayne 

Kekionga and the Cleveland Forest City’s took place at the nearby Camp Allen park. The first 

lighted baseball game involving a professional team ever recorded took place in Fort Wayne. As 



for basketball, Fort Wayne is recognized as the birthplace of the National Basketball Association 

(NBA).  

Today, growth continues as the city draws new groups of residents from places like Myanmar 

(Burma), Latin America, and beyond. Fort Wayne is not only the hub of the three rivers, it is also a 

regional metropolitan area and the second largest in Indiana. It is the seat of Allen County, the 

largest land-area county in Indiana. Fort Wayne continues to progress as corporations and 

individuals live, thrive and expand together. In fact, during the 1980’s and 1990’s during the 

turbulent years of many industrial cities, Fort Wayne received accolades such as the All-American 

City and Most Livable City.  

Demographics 

• 267,633 people

• 2
nd

 Largest City in Indiana

• 76
th

 largest City in the United States

• 73% White

• 15% African American

• 4% Asian

• 103 Languages spoken in Fort Wayne (Spanish, Burmese and French the largest)

OUROUROUROUR    MAKERSMAKERSMAKERSMAKERS    

Fort Wayne has always been forward-thinking. We are known as a city of makers and 

entrepreneurs, from the presence of the Wabash and Erie Canal early in our history, the critical 

location as a junction for multiple railroads, to the ingenuity leading to the creation of modern-

day medicine and the manufacturing of televisions. We’ve been creating history in our city that 

impacts the world. Creation just isn’t in our past, but it is a very important part of our future, as 

evidenced in our sweet sound of music. Fort Wayne and Allen County not only leads the nation 

with the largest distributor of musical gear, but we craft a significant portion of that gear nearby. 

Our universities continue to top the charts with graduates who lead business and innovation and 

artists flourish in a thriving creative economy ranked among the highest in the Midwest.  

Our Creatives, Past & Present 

• Bruce Nauman

• Barabara Bradley Baekgaard & Patricia R. Miller – Vera Bradley

• Philo Farnsworth- Television (1927)

• Hamilton Women & Addie Guildlin

• Sylvaneus Freelove Bowser - Gasoline Pump (1885)

• Ralph Baer (Magnavox) – First Video Game Console (1972)

• Robert Borkenstein - Breathalyzer (1954)

• William Durant – Home Refrigerator (1913)

Our Industry Past & Present 

• International Harvester

• General Electric

• Lincoln Bank



• Lincoln Life

• Wabash and Erie Canal

• Vera Bradley

• Sweetwater Sound

• Steel Dynamics

OUR OUR OUR OUR DESIGNDESIGNDESIGNDESIGN    

For a city of our size, our built environment is truly a sight to see. Influenced by the City Beautiful 

Movement and centered on a nationally renowned Park and Boulevard Plan from 1912 

implemented by world famous landscape architect George Kessler, our city is a network of 

pathways, boulevards and public spaces for all to enjoy. This built system was listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places and consists of 11 public parks, four parkways, and 10 

boulevards which cover an astonishing 1,883 acres.  

Our boulevards, trail system, and architecture is world-class. We have two national historic 

landmarks: The first is the Allen County Courthouse with its beautiful beaux-arts architecture 

style structure which includes four large-scale murals painted by Charles Holloway and its high 

copper-clad domed rotunda topped by a 14ft statue entitled Lady Liberty. The second is the 

Richardville House, one of only three treaty houses built east of the Mississippi River.  

Other notable architecture includes the Lincoln Bank Tower, Fort Wayne’s first high-raise and 

Indiana’s tallest building from 1930 to 1962 featuring a stunning art deco style that has 

disappeared in many communities across the country. Our Arts United Center was designed by 

the highly regard Louis Kahn. Our neighborhoods also boast a variety of historic architecture, 

creating distinctive places for people to call home throughout the city.  

OUR NATUREOUR NATUREOUR NATUREOUR NATURE    

Fort Wayne was founded on the three rivers, the St. Mary’s, the St. Joseph, and the Maumee 

which have been the foundation of our city’s thriving economy and strong connection to the 

land. This geographic feature has been the inspiration for many artists and designers and serves 

as the anchor of our nature. Situated on the St. Lawrence Continental Divide, which separates the 

Great Lakes Basin from the Gulf of Mexico watershed, this divide is unique, as not all rivers or 

tributaries flow in the same direction as in most cities, making Fort Wayne an outlier in location 

compared to other Midwest cities.  

One may leisurely explore our rivers via boat tours, from airboats, party barges and a replica 

canal boat, or from a smaller point of view by using a kayak, canoe or paddleboard. As the 

riverfronts weave through the city, the neighborhoods are connected to their natural shores via 

180 miles of trails for hiking, biking, and walking. Exploration can be rural, urban or everything in 

between as the opportunities for adventure along the water are endless.  

In addition to our trails and rivers, Fort Wayne boasts over 2,805 acres of parkland, amounting to 

87 public parks and nearly 180 miles of trails. In Fort Wayne, our parks are a source of pride and 

an anchor to our health and well-being. Significant legacy parks showcase public spaces over 100 

years old, including Lakeside Park where a sunken gardens featuring a large display of roses which 

serves as an inviting space for nearby neighborhoods to hold eloquent events. Foster Park is a 



nature lovers paradise, and nearby Sweeny Park is the site of the Japanese pavilion and is the 

former home of the Allen County Fair and Trier’s Amusement Park. Guildin Park was the site of 

Fort Wayne’s first play lot named for Addie Guildlin a significant figure in the women’s suffrage 

movement. Finally, Riverfront Park/Promenade is Fort Wayne’s newest park situated just blocks 

north of the mural site, where the community is invited to sit and enjoy a peaceful afternoon 

along Fort Wayne’s growing and vibrant riverfront, meander a 20 foot tall tree-top trail or 

participate in activities such as a free concert at the band shell or an active game of table tennis. 

OUR PULSEOUR PULSEOUR PULSEOUR PULSE    

Our people are what create our pulse, giving our city life and vitality. The surge in interest we’ve 

seen in our downtown area is attributed to the small business owner who knows your order 

before you walk in the door, to our humble nature despite our pride of where we’re headed, to 

our inclusive co-created spaces. Our pulse is steady, growing louder with each passing day, and is 

beckoning people in.  

Components of Our Pastimes 

• Courthouse Green

• Tincaps Games

• Fort Wayne Festivals

o German Fest

o Arab Fest

o Greek Fest

o Pride Fest

o Middle Waves

o Three Rivers Festival

• Science Central

• Kayaking on the St. Mary’s River

• Farmers Markets

• Fort Wayne Komets

• Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo (ranked #1 family attraction in Indiana)

• Foellinger Friemann Botanical Conservatory
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