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DeKALB COUNTY
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Garrett, IN  

Wall size: ~5,625 square feet 
Wall Texture: Concrete; great condition; artist to 
program 2,500 square feet of this wall 



*black box indicates window or object that will not be painted
**outlined box indicates either a boarded up window or a door that can be painted
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THE 11 COUNTIES OF NORTHEAST INDIANA

DEKALB COUNTY—GARRETT

DEKALB COUNTY—GARRETT INSPIRATION

About MAKE IT YOUR OWN
Make It Your Own highlights Northeast Indiana as a home that has it all! This is a region where creators 
are wanted, a community with unexpected upgrades, a food culture, lakes, rivers, trails, festivals, and 
more. With incredible amenities, vast career opportunities and a competitive cost of living, Northeast 
Indiana offers an unparalleled quality of life. This region is in the midst of a major transformation, and 
now is just the tipping point.

AERIAL VIEW OF BALTIMORE AND 
OHIO SHOPS, GARRETT, INDIANA

AUBURN GARRETT DRIVE-IN THEATRE GARRETT EASTSIDE PARK

GARRETT WATER TOWER THE GARRETT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
RAILROAD MUSEUM

BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD 
AND CREW

OUR HISTORY

In the early 1870’s, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad constructed a new railroad branch called the Chicago Division.  
It ran through Northern Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois to link its eastern and Midwest markets. After extensively 
surveying the land of northern Indiana, two potential transportation routes were mapped out. The route crossing 
DeKalb County was finally decided upon because it was more direct and less expensive. However, the railroad 
also needed a division point. Additional surveying was conducted and the land comprising present day Garrett 
was formed and platted by Beverly L. Randolph in 1876 and named Garrett, after the President of the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad, John W. Garrett. 
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OUR MAKERS

John W. Garrett 
President of Baltimore & Ohio Railroad and the founding father of the city. 

Henry S. Dills, George M. Schulthess and Carl H. Heinzerling 
The inventor Henry S. Dills joined together with the investors George M. Schulthess and Carl H. Heinzerling to 
found the Creek Chub Bait Company in 1916. The company developed approximately sixty different baits with 
thirty-five finishes, all covered by patents and made to look as much as possible like the natural food for fish. 
Creek Chub Lures hold world records for catching the largest small mouth bass, largemouth bass, muskellunge, 
sea bass, and tarpon on a wooden lure. Lures were shipped to over 48 foreign countries, with France and Sweden 
receiving the largest shipments.

Thomas Taggart  
The Mayor of Indianapolis from 1895–1901, Thomas Taggart lived in Garrett from 1874–187 as manager of the B&O 
Railroad depot restaurant.

Rollie Zeider 
Major League Baseball player from 1910–1918. Rollie Zeider played for the Chicago White Sox, New York Yankees, 
Chicago Chi-Feds, Chicago Whales, and the Chicago Cubs. He ran a restaurant in Garrett after he retired from 
professional baseball.

John Bowers 
Born John Bowersox, this silent film star was born and raised in Garrett. He appeared in more than 90 silent films, 
but his career came to a tragic end with the advent of "talkies." He committed suicide by rowing a boat into the 
Pacific Ocean and drowning. His tragic death and life is believed to be one of the inspirations for the main character 
in the original ‘A Star is Born’ film that debuted in 1937. The movie was remade again recently starring Lady Gaga 
and Bradley Cooper. Bowers was also one of the initial 1,500 stars installed on the Hollywood Walk of Fame when it 
opened in 1960. He was an avid sailor and owned a 30-foot (9.1 m) yacht. He was married to, and starred alongside 
of, Marguerite De La Motte.

Wayne Schurr 
Former Major League Baseball player who pitched for the Chicago Cubs in 1964.

Dan Miller 
This television host graduated from Garrett High School. He is the former host of several programs on  
The Nashville Network. Currently, he hosts Xtreme Bulls on ESPN, and Best of the West on The Outdoor Channel. 

Year Population Growth Annual Growth Rate
2018 6390 37 0.58%
2017 6353 10 0.16%
2016 6343 15 0.24%
2015 6328 5 0.08%
2014 6323 4 0.06%
2013 6319 6 0.10%
2012 6313 -27 -0.43%
2011 6340 15 0.24%
2010 6325 522 0.87%
2000 5803 454 0.82%
1990 5349 475 0.93%
1980 4874 159 0.33%
1970 4715 351 0.78%
1960 4364 73 0.17%
1950 4291 6 0.01%
1940 4285 -143 -0.33%
1930 4428 -368 -0.80%
1920 4796 647 1.46%
1910 4149 239 0.60%
1900 3910 1143 3.52%
1890 2767
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OUR DESIGN
Garrett retains many historic structures that date back to its golden age as a prominent railroad division point. 

City Hall 
Built in 1913 in the Art Deco style, with elements of Tudor Revival.

Post Office 
This Art Deco structure was built in 1936, and it still features the original counters and mural. 

The Garrett Library 
Built in 1914, it features terracotta tile roof and classic limestone arches.

The Sacred Heart Hospital 
Built in 1902 with a slate roof, as well as Tuscan columns and arches.

The St. Joseph Catholic Church 
Built in 1929. The original rose window still graces its facade.

The Garrett State Bank 
Built in 1928, it features a detailed frieze band and classical pediment.

OUR NATURE

The City of Garrett has a total of six public parks containing more than 61.5 acres in various locations throughout 
the city. All our parks feature activities for all ages: playground sets, six basketball courts, six baseball diamonds, 
pavilions, grills, bathrooms, and many other features to enjoy. 

Eastside Park 
Its stage is utilized as our “Music in the Park” venue. The pavilion is rented out for family events, talent shows, 
picnics, and other family outings and gatherings. 

Feick Park  
The largest sports complex in the city. It boasts an 11,520 square-foot pool, the only outdoor pool in DeKalb 
County. It also features five baseball and softball diamonds that are home to the Little League and softball  
tournaments. The park also contains two tee-ball fields, two basketball courts, a batting cage, and, in the winter, 
a 3,825 square-foot ice skating rink. 

Heritage Park 
Home of the Garrett Railroad Museum.

Ocker Park 
Home of the Tonya Hoeffel Dog Park, pavilion, winter snow slide hill, and a pond stocked for fishing.

Westside Park 
Soon to be utilized for our Farmers Market. 

Union Park 
Features a variety of kid’s playground sets and a basketball court.

OUR PULSE

If you’re looking for a comfortable, small-town living without all the headaches of big city living, then the City of 
Garrett is your bedroom community. The City of Garrett is the fastest growing community, per capita, in DeKalb 
County. We have built over 15 new subdivisions, totaling over 508 new residential homes, in the past 15 years.

Our city offers safe neighborhoods, great schools, proactive police and fire departments, hardworking city  
departments, great small and local businesses, and many churches in which to worship. Our six parks and city 
pool are favorite places for many families during the warm weather months, as well as our Garrett Public Library 
(an original Carnegie building), Museums, the outdoor Auburn-Garrett Drive-in Theatre, golf course, restaurants, 
the Sacred Heart Grotto, and the J.A.M. Recreation Center! Civic, business, and non-profit groups assist with 
many local functions and community-wide activities. Our historical downtown has beautiful flowers and designs 
provided by our local garden club.
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