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LaGrange Mural Festival Mood Board 

OUR HISTORY 

A community rich in culture and history, the LaGrange name comes from Revolutionary War hero 

Marquis de LaFayette’s farm near Paris. Signed by the Governor in 1832, LaGrange County was created 

from the Indian village known as Mongoquinog. A few years later in 1836, the town of LaGrange was 

platted, and later became the county seat in 1840. The growth stemmed from the influx of agricultural 

settlers, particularly Yankee immigrants from New England, after the Indians were moved west. Country 

land, which was primarily swampland, was cleared and drained to become excellent farmland. Through 

the years, the early county population grew from just over 3,000 to the 40,000 plus residents it is today.  

In 1844, Amish settlers began to populate the county due to the available farmland to create a new life. 

They brought with them new values, culture and practices. Shipshewana was the site used for a busy 

trading center for Amish farmers. Since this time, the population has grown so rapidly, the county is 

currently made up of approximately 50% Amish and 50% non-Amish residents. Their presence has 

allowed them to showcase their unmatched craftsmanship through back-road shops, their organic 

farming techniques and, more recently, an influx of tourism with visitors interested in learning more 

about their culture. 

Today, the county is made up of six communities: Howe, LaGrange, Mongo, Shipshewana, Topeka, and 

Wolcottville. In addition, there are 11 townships and over 20 unincorporated communities, all with their 

own history. Three public school districts are shared among the communities: Lakeland Community 

Schools, Prairie Heights School Corporation, and Westview School Corporation, along with many Amish 

schools. 

Photos with permission of Keith James and David Arment 
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OUR MAKERS 

Since the mid-1800’s much of the County’s land has been used to grow crops and raise animals to 

provide the essentials for daily living for both the English and Amish. LaGrange County has a long history 

of farming and raising livestock including ducks, chickens and goats; however, in later years 

manufacturing jobs have taken precedent.  

The Recreation Vehicle industry, service trucks and automotive parts manufacturing companies have 

created thousands of jobs over the years and remain strong industries yet today.   

On the west side of the county, tourism is key. The Shipshewana Flea Market has become increasingly 

popular over the past 40 years attracting nearly 2 million visitors to the area annually. More and more 

artisans and Amish product producers have taken advantage of the unique local brand to establish 

businesses featuring Amish wood crafts and furniture, delicious food items and country/Americana 

home décor items.   

OUR DESIGN 

In our County seat, the LaGrange County Courthouse stands as a historical focal point with its strong 

structural design as well as the attractive gazebo and lawn that adorn it.  

A mural on a business’ wall south of the courthouse depicts key elements of life in LaGrange including 

corn school, 4H, agriculture and other landmarks. 

As you enter the county from the north, you’ll pass by the Howe Military Academy. Be sure to note the 

St. James Memorial Chapel on the grounds with its large windows and beautiful stonework. Once inside 

you’ll be in awe of the hand-carved walls and pews of the sanctuary.  

Walking around downtown Shipshewana you’ll see a variety of murals and cute shops and boutiques 

which give the town a very intriguing feel – you’ll want to wander down walkways or browse the flea 

market to see what hidden treasures you can find. 

OUR NATURE 

Home to one-fifth of Indiana’s freshwater lakes, LaGrange County has a lot to offer in terms of 

recreation. The pristine county park system includes five parks: Dallas Lake Park, David Rogers Memorial 

Park, Delt Church Park, Maplewood Nature Center, and Pine Knob Park. Between these, they offer a mix 

of hiking and biking trails, beach, archery, disc golf, playgrounds, picnic space, maple syrup festival, and 

more. Also, Pine Knob Park is now home to one of the largest Fen’s in the state which contains several 

endangered species and has been restored to its native state. 

11,794 acres of the county belong to the Pigeon River Fish and Wildlife Area maintained by the state 

DNR. This provides quality areas for hunting, fishing, wildlife watching, and shooting. The Pigeon River 

runs through this area and is known for it’s amazing canoeing and kayaking experiences.  

In Shipshewana, the head of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail starts just west of town. This paved path is 
perfect for biking and walking and is also a path of transportation for many Amish. The entire trail spans 
26 miles, connecting LaGrange and Elkhart counties. The Hawpatch Trail, which will extend across the 
southern portion of the county, is in the works; hopefully construction will begin in the next few years. 
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OUR PULSE 

Whether you’re a resident or a visitor, LaGrange County feels like home. No matter if it’s coming 

together to enjoy local events, supporting the many small businesses, or taking time to learn about each 

other, it’s what the simple way of life is all about. You’ll see this in perfect light at the 114-year-old Corn 

School Festival, originally created for the corn growing classes to showcase their products, or while 

intermingling at the Midwest’s Largest Flea Market and inside the auction buildings bidding on antiques. 

Of note, we’re home to the third largest Amish population in the country, highlighting their culture 

through attractions, dining experiences and craftsmanship.  

Our natural areas are unmatched with five beautifully maintained, unique parks, a fifth of Indiana’s 

freshwater lakes, a large wildlife area, and one of the only Fens in the state; all providing a variety of 

recreation for both residents and visitors. 

These are just a few of the reasons millions of visitors enjoy traveling to our county. We take it slow, 

welcome visitors and care for our neighbors and one another. 
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