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STEUBEN COUNTY



STEUBEN COUNTY 

About MAKE IT YOUR OWN 
Make It Your Own highlights Northeast Indiana as a home that has it all! This is a region where creators 
are wanted, a community with unexpected upgrades, a food culture, lakes, rivers, trails, festivals and 
more. With incredible amenities, vast career opportunities and a competitive cost of living, Northeast 
Indiana offers an unparalleled quality of life. This region is in the midst of a major transformation, and 
now is just the tipping point. 

 STEUBEN INSPIRATION (Photo Credit: Steuben County Tourism Bureau) 

OUR HISTORY 

Steuben County was named after Baron Frederick von Steuben, a Prussian soldier who served in the 
Continental Army during the American Revolution. He eventually became George Washington’s chief of 
staff.  

The county, which originally was part of LaGrange County to the west, was settled in 1834 in what is 
now the town of Orland. The town was established as the Vermont Settlement because many of the first 
settlers were from the state of Vermont. The settlers’ homes were made of logs. The living, sleeping and 



eating quarters were all in one room. All the cooking was done over a log fire. Before Orland was 
settled, the area was a hunting ground for the Potawatomi Indians. 

Angola was platted in 1838 and became the county seat. The town was named after Angola, New York, 
the source of many of Angola’s first residents. Other locales were settled, including Ashley, Flint, 
Fremont, Hamilton, Helmer, Hudson, Metz, Nevada Mills, Pleasant Lake, Ray and Salem Center. 

Steuben County was a stop on the Underground Railroad during the Civil War. Many homes in the 
Orland area were used to hide slaves escaping to Canada.  

The most recent census shows the county population stands at 34,586 and Angola’s population (in 2017) 
was 8,655.  

OUR MAKERS 

Over the years, the general strength of Steuben County's ability to design and manufacture metal 
products, through cutting, forming, welding, machining, treating and coating, has created a substantial 
number of firms that specialize in this area. Some are job shops, well equipped to design and 
manufacture prototypes and small run metal products and components. Some have developed specific 
product lines, ranging from material handling equipment to point-of-purchase displays.  

Additionally, Printing, Paper & Wood products have evolved as a significant employment sector in 
Steuben County. Included in this industry cluster are commercial printing operations, exterior marketing 
products, furniture and a variety of other products that fall under these broader industry sectors. 
Several Steuben County firms are engaged in the plastics industry, including wire harnessing, injection 
mold, vacuum mold and other plastic processing activities. Wire harnessing activities serve many of the 
region's appliance and automotive needs, while other plastic products are produced for a variety of end 
users. 

 Another growing industry sector in Steuben County is that of Transportation and Logistics. With the 
intersection of I-69 and I-80/90 in the heart of Steuben County, it is no wonder companies seeking an 
efficient access point to major north-south and east-west transportation routes would locate in Steuben 
County. 

OUR DESIGN 

The Soldiers’ Monument in downtown Angola honors the 1,278 men from Steuben County who fought 
in the Civil War. 

Angola Balloons Aloft, now in its 11th year, is the largest hot air balloon festival in northern Indiana. In 
2020, the event will be held July 10-12 at Angola High School. 



Lake James is Indiana’s third largest lake. Also pictured are Snow Lake, Jimmerson Lake and Crooked 
Lake. Steuben County is home to 101 lakes. 

Indiana’s only toboggan run is located at Pokagon State Park and is open weekends the day after 
Thanksgiving through the last full weekend in February. Riders reach speeds of more than 35 mph on 
the quarter-mile track. It’s refrigerated, so it doesn’t need snow to go! 

OUR NATURE 

Steuben County is the home of 101 lakes, including Indiana’s third largest, Lake James. There are 16 
public access sites throughout the county as well as a handful of paid sites. 

Pontoon, ski and fishing boats are available at some area marinas, while Pokagon State Park offers 
fishing, kayak, pontoon and paddleboat rentals during the summer. Steuben County has public beaches 
on the following lakes: Pleasant, Hamilton, Clear and Crooked, plus two at Pokagon State Park.  

Pokagon State Park draws more than 750,000 people annually with its 1,260 acres of hiking and picnic 
areas plus acclaimed nature center. The state’s only refrigerated toboggan run, open weekends the day 
after Thanksgiving through the end of February, offers a unique winter family-friendly adventure. 

Steuben County is also home to numerous nature preserves as well as Trine State Recreation Area. The 
recreation area, just minutes from Pokagon, is nearly 200 acres and features 23-acre Gentian Lake. 
Visitors can rent fishing boats and kayaks and fish from the large pier with a permit. The wooded 
grounds, scattered wetlands and open meadows offer excellent hiking and nature study opportunities.  

The newly-opened Steuben County Multi-Purpose Trail runs from Hendry Park Elementary School in 
Angola, weaves through the city and ends at Pokagon State Park. The trail is open to walkers and 
bicyclists.  




