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WABASH COUNTY



WABASH COUNTY

About MAKE IT YOUR OWN 
Make It Your Own highlights Northeast Indiana as a home that has it all! This is a region where creators 
are wanted, a community with unexpected upgrades, a food culture, lakes, rivers, trails, festivals and 
more. With incredible amenities, vast career opportunities and a competitive cost of living, Northeast 
Indiana offers an unparalleled quality of life. This region is in the midst of a major transformation, and 

now is just the tipping point. 

WABASH COUNTY INSPIRATION

OUR HISTORY 

https://www.visitwabashcounty.com/ 

https://www.visitwabashcounty.com/visitors-guide-wabash-county/ 

https://www.wabashmuseum.org/ 

Wabash County includes City of Wabash and Towns of LaFontaine, Lagro, North Manchester, and Roann. 

The area was first populated by Miami and Potawatomi Native Americans. The name Wabash is derived 
from the Indian name meaning “water over white stone.” Much of the Wabash River bottom is white 
limestone. 

Wabash County was originally formed Jan. 1820 out of the 1818 New Purchase resulting from the Treaty 
of St. Mary's. Wabash County was the Wabash River drainage area. Numerous counties were carved out 
of the Wabash New Purchase. Wabash County as it exists today was organized out of a remnant portion 
of the original county in 1835. New farm land and the construction of the Wabash and Erie Canal brought 
many people to the region in the mid 1830s. 

https://www.visitwabashcounty.com/
https://www.visitwabashcounty.com/visitors-guide-wabash-county/
https://www.wabashmuseum.org/


As of the 2010 United States Census, there were 32,888 people, 12,777 households, and 8,733 families 
residing in the county.[13] The population density was 79.7 inhabitants per square mile (30.8/km2). There 
were 14,171 housing units at an average density of 34.4 per square mile (13.3/km2).[3] The racial makeup 
of the county was 96.6% white, 0.7% American Indian, 0.5% black or African American, 0.4% Asian, 0.7% 
from other races, and 1.1% from two or more races. Those of Hispanic or Latino origin made up 2.1% of 
the population.[13] In terms of ancestry, 31.3% were German, 18.1% were American, 10.1% were English, 
and 10.0% were Irish.[14] 

Of the 12,777 households, 29.9% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 54.4% were married 
couples living together, 9.5% had a female householder with no husband present, 31.7% were non-
families, and 27.3% of all households were made up of individuals. The average household size was 2.43 
and the average family size was 2.92. The median age was 41.2 years.[13] 

The median income for a household in the county was $47,697 and the median income for a family was 
$52,758. Males had a median income of $41,965 versus $26,944 for females. The per capita income for 
the county was $20,475. About 8.8% of families and 11.6% of the population were below the poverty line, 
including 15.5% of those under age 18 and 8.1% of those age 65 or over.[15] 

According to the 2010 census, the county has a total area of 420.98 square miles (1,090.3 km2), of which 
412.43 square miles (1,068.2 km2) (or 97.97%) is land and 8.54 square miles (22.1 km2) (or 2.03%) is 
water.[3] 

OUR MAKERS 

Wabash County, Indiana resides in the Hoosier Heartland where our enviable network of state and 
interstate highways, railroads, and airports connect our businesses to rest of the world. Wabash County’s 
cities and towns offer a quality of life with amenities that rival many larger, more crowded cities, with the 
added bonus of maintaining those small-town values of helping thy neighbor and welcoming everyone 
into the Wabash County community. Our downtown areas are alive and thriving with retail, dining and 
other businesses. We have access to outstanding healthcare and recreational opportunities to promote 
wellness in and out of the workplace. And, with graduation rates of 93-97%, our schools are among the 
best in the state. 

Key Influencers: 
Mark Honeywell invented Honeywell Thermostat 
Ford Meter Box, bronze foundry supplying water meter components across the globe 
Wabash was First Electrically Lighted Municipality in 1880 
Hi-Grade Egg Producers, one of the country’s 10 largest egg producers 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2010_United_States_Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wabash_County,_Indiana#cite_note-census-dp1-13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wabash_County,_Indiana#cite_note-census-density-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wabash_County,_Indiana#cite_note-census-dp1-13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Americans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wabash_County,_Indiana#cite_note-census-dp2-14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wabash_County,_Indiana#cite_note-census-dp1-13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poverty_line
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wabash_County,_Indiana#cite_note-census-dp3-15
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wabash_County,_Indiana#cite_note-census-density-3


OUR DESIGN 

Public Art Projects in Wabash 
https://www.wabashmarketplace.org/uploads/4/9/0/7/49071891/creative_placemaking_wabash_market

place.pdf 

The newest county-wide art project installed famous works of art on traffic control boxes.  15 
locations across Wabash County. It is considered an art history trail. 

Significant Architecture: 
Dr. James Ford Historic Home 
Wabash Carnegie Public Library 
Wabash County Courthouse 
Wabash County Museum 
Charley Creek Inn 
Manchester University 
Honeywell Center 
Paradise Springs Historical Park 
Stockdale Mill (Roann) 
Two covered bridges (Roann and North Manchester) 
First electrically lit municipal building (BIG DEAL!) 

OUR NATURE 

The Wabash River (Indiana’s state river) runs next to the south side of the city of Wabash and the Eel 
River in North Manchester. The county also has a state forest (Salamonie State Forest) as well as two 
reservoirs (Salamonie and Mississinewa) and a recreational resort marina. There are two primary nature 
preserves and three trail systems, as well as a variety of parks and seven different waterfalls throughout 
the county. 

Agriculture is a large influence on our county, similar to the surrounding counties. 

Ideas/Suggestions for our Location: 

Selleck Building— 214 E Main Street is home to Selleck Shoe Repair & Western Wear for the last 

40 years. Prior to that it was home to the Faurot Family upstairs and Faurot Grocery Store 

downstairs starting in 1942. The building is located on Main Street and Hwy 114 that runs the 

most traffic through North Manchester. It was recently part of the facade project that restored 

the fronts of our downtown buildings to highlight and restore their historic charm. Additionally, 

the building next door is about to receive a full renovation, so the timing is perfect! The entire 

block will be beautified. Inspiration: hometown charm, small business owners, roots of the 

community, downtown revitalization. 

https://www.wabashmarketplace.org/uploads/4/9/0/7/49071891/creative_placemaking_wabash_marketplace.pdf
https://www.wabashmarketplace.org/uploads/4/9/0/7/49071891/creative_placemaking_wabash_marketplace.pdf



