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WELLS COUNTY 

122 W Market Street 
Bluffton, IN 46714 
 
Wall size: 44 ft (H) 33 ft (H) 13 ft (H) x 140 ft (W)  
    ~3,780 square feet 
Wall Texture: Good condition; painted metal panels 
 
 

 
 
 

 



*black box indicates window or object that will not be painted
**outlined box indicates either a boarded up window or a door that can be painted

WELLS COUNTY



WELLS COUNTY – Jerry Flack Building 

About MAKE IT YOUR OWN 
Make It Your Own highlights Northeast Indiana as a home that has it all! This is a region where creators 
are wanted, a community with unexpected upgrades, a food culture, lakes, rivers, trails, festivals and 
more. With incredible amenities, vast career opportunities and a competitive cost of living, Northeast 
Indiana offers an unparalleled quality of life. This region is in the midst of a major transformation, and 
now is just the tipping point. 
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OUR HISTORY  

Bluffton was founded in 1838 and was incorporated in 1851, when its population was about 850 
persons. In its early years it was a primitive, backwoods village, subject to frequent floods of the 
Wabash and outbreaks of malaria. The advent of the railroad in 1869, guaranteeing access to 
distant markets for its numerous wood-products, brought prosperity to the town, while ditching 
of the numerous swamps in the vicinity reduced the hazards of floods and malaria. The 1890s 
witnesses the construction of the town’s distinctive downtown Victorian architecture 
 
Why Parlor City? 
Bluffton, the county seat of Wells County, enjoys the distinction of having been designated many 
years ago as the “Parlor City of Indiana.” This fitting name has endured for the last 40 years and 
no other city of the state has ever attempted to dispute Bluffton’s right to the title. 
The city well merits the reputation of being the most beautiful and well-kept city of the Hoosier 
state. It is picturesquely situated on the south bank of the far-famed Wabash River, crowning high 
bluffs from which it derives its name and which give it a commanding view of the surrounding 
country. 
 It is a veritable paradise, combining health, wealth, beauty, comforts and pleasures, and with its 
miles of finely-paved streets, handsome public buildings, many beautiful and modern residences, 
broad and well-kept lawns, hundreds of stately shade trees, modern disposal plant, and perfect 
model of cleanliness and health, the city is indeed a place of beauty and attractiveness which 
have won renown as the “parlor city” of the entire state. 
The appellation of “Parlor City of Indiana” is traced back to the beginning of the century, possibly 
two years earlier, following completion of the first big contracts for street paving with modern 
hard surface material. A visitor to the city first applied the name. 

 
 
 
 



  

  

OUR MAKERS 
In past years, pianos, windmills, furniture, shoes, radios, gloves, washing machines, and television 
tubes were important local products. Today, high-tech industries are increasingly significant 
locally.  
The City of Bluffton has been home to the Bluffton Free Street Fair since 1898. The Bluffton Free 
Street fair is known as the oldest and largest street fair in the State of Indiana. The fair was 
originally organized as the Bluffton Street Fair and Wells County Agricultural Exposition. Due to 
the Depression and wars, there were 11 years that a fair was not held. The fair is always held the 
Tuesday through Saturday of the 3rd full week of September (or 15 days after Labor Day).  
In 1906, an Interurban rail line was constructed that transported passengers from Bluffton Fort 
Wayne. A similar line was also constructed from Bluffton to Marion, Indiana. The Bluffton to Fort 
Wayne was discontinued in 1941 and replaced with buses. The Bluffton to Marion line 
discontinued in 1931. A notable crash took place on the Interurban line from Bluffton to Fort 
Wayne on September 21, 1910 approximately 6 miles north of Bluffton in the community known 
as Kingsland. The crash is known to be the worst interurban crash in American history.  
Bluffton was the home of two piano manufacturers: Estey Piano Company and King Piano  

 
OUR DESIGN 

The City of Bluffton has many notable structures and past that is important to the community. As 
mentioned above, the City was recognized as the “Parlor City” after having the first paved streets. 
The parlor was commonly the cleanest room in the house and was the room in which guests were 
entertained. As mentioned, a visitor to the City coined the “Parlor City” from beautiful well-kept 
appearance.  
A book titled “The Longfield Iris Farm,” available on Amazon, details the history of a large iris farm 
that used to be visible in the Bluffton area. The bright colors of the iris would make a great 
palette for this project.  
If you mention the City of Bluffton, many people will recognize it as the location of the historic 
Fire Tower at Oaubache State Park. The tower recently underwent a restoration to allow for the 
use of the tower to be accessible by the public following a closure due to safety concerns.   

 
 
OUR NATURE 

The most notable nature for the community are the Wabash River. The river traverses through 
the city and was a source of commerce in Bluffton and nearby communities in Wells County. Mills 
set up shop and utilized the river for many years.  
The city is also home to a large trail network. Both the River Greenway and the Interurban Trail 
provide miles of walking and biking opportunities.  

 
 
OUR PULSE 

For this mural, our committee would like to see a number of historical highlights mentioned 
within this document reflected in the mural. Such items as: William Wells (Wells County named 
after), the Wabash River, the name Parlor City, piano manufacturers, mills, Interurban trail 
history, Street Fair, Iris Colors, and the Fire Tower, are just a few of the most notable historical 
items that we believe onlookers will relate to in the mural. The transitions of these items do not 
have to be in a specific timeline, only be meant to mesh in a way that are artistically appropriate.  




